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Desi Director Dazzles

ver heard of Asitha Amere-
E sekera? Most people had-

n't until he bounded up
the podium to collect his BAFTA
Award for Best Short Film. Apart
from his obvious talent, the Sri
Lankan-born filmmaker has the
kind of classical educational cre-
dentials that BAFTA juries rather
like —studying Greek at age
nine, Latin at Harrow school,
and University at Bristol, a tip
for all potential BAFTA hopefuls
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GOSS, CULTURE, FUNK AND
FUSION. STRAIGHT FROM THE
CAPITAL OF VILAYAT.

KEWL INNIT?

Women of Steel

ocial activist and phi-
S lanthropist, Zerbanoo

Gifford, Director of the
multi-cultural and multi-
faith Asha Foundation and
Centre in rural Gloucester-
shire, is the kind of re-
doubtable Parsi lady who
doesn't take no for an an-
swer, a quality that comes in
very handy when one con-
siders the task at hand. For
nearly three years now, Zer-

er that the author (of three
previously published books)
is famous for. The Indian
contingent has amongst oth-
ers, Sheila Dixit, Barkha
Dutt, Simone Tata and Anu
Aga holding up the tricolour,
whilst International women
of achievement include Os-
car winning actress and
Labour M.P, Glenda Jackson,
fashion designer Zandra

Rhodes and Dame Marjorie
Scardino, Chief Executive of
the International conglomer-
ate, Pearson Plc. Zerbanoo
has also roped in noted artist
Jeroo Roy to paint the por-
traits of the subjects and
both the books and the art
are slotted to be unveiled on
20th September at the Na-
tional Portrait Gallery.

who might want to start fudg- banoo has been travelling 4 )
ing their CV's in anticipation. the world, interviewing three
The subject matter of the film is hundred woman achievers
also very topical —a definite for her latest tome Confes-
bonus to juries the world over, sions of a Serial Womaniser -
and is the fictional video diary The Secrets of the World's In-
of a mother to her nineteen- spirational Women. The
year-old son who is stationed in women come from diverse
Iraq with the British forces and backgrounds and nationali-
later goes missing in action. ties and whilst the inspira-
Written in two days and shot in tional quotient in some cases
three, Do Not Erase is to be is open to debate, all agree
screened at nine film festivals. that the book , a result of a
Mr Ameraskekara's days of NESTA (National Endow-
anonymity are clearly ment For Science, Technolo-
numbered. gy and the Arts) Fellowship,
will be the sort of page turn-
\, J
Naipaul and hi
Bi : h
he Chelsea Arts Club is one of those hidden gems
I of London that appear non-descript from the out-
side, but step inside the townhouse and a rarefied
world prevails. The weathered door opens and the Nobel
Laureate is framed against the fading evening light. It is
a private reading of his classics; a rare opportunity to
hear Sir V.S. Naipaul as he takes the uninitiated through
a journey, Amongst the Believers. There are less than forty
people present —-amongst them, the South-African
born artist of Indian origin, Sharon Lutchman, and
Patrick French, Naipaul's official biographer. Noted his-
torian and writer, French has been working on the biog-
raphy longer than most people will care to admit and
his travels have taken him to the University Of Tulsa in
Oklahoma which houses the Naipaul archives as well as
many trips to India where, it is said, he has interviewed
around sixty of the author's associates and friends.
French, described as a 'multi-tasker', doesn't let
anything as onerous as a publisher's dead-
line get in the way of his obvious enjoy-
ment of the project at hand. The
scheduled date of completion of the
two-volume biography is expected to
7 W be around 2015!




